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Attention assignment editors:
Kids get feet wet scientifically in Hydromania

PORTLAND, Ore. — About 100 fourth to sixth grade students from the Portland area
will get a science immersion course in urban wetlands, ponds and parks July 26 to

Aug. 5. The purpose of the experience, called “Hydromania,” is to build confidence and
inspire the students to pursue the sciences in their academic years.

“Hydromania is designed to appeal to children through a hands-on experience of
the scientific method,” said Sarah Andersen, program coordinator with the Oregon Health
Career Center (OHCC). “The curriculum allows each student to develop skills necessary
to be successful as they move up the educational ladder.”

The Bonneville Power Administration contracted with science teachers to develop
the curriculum, which meets state and national education standards. The OHCC stages
the course, which involves instruction and field trips to connect young people with their
environment.

Students who will enter grades four through six in the 2004-2005 academic year
are eligible to enroll. Sponsors include BPA, Portland Parks and Recreation Community
Schools, the Blazer’s Boys and Girls Club of Portland, Metro Parks and Greenspaces,
City of Portland Bureau of Environmental services and others.

Hydromania will be held Monday through Thursday from 9:30 a.m. until 3 p.m. at
three Portland locations: the Blazer’s Boys and Girls Club, the North Portland
Community Center and Lane Middle School. For information on the dates and times of
field trips, call Anderson at (503) 691-9088. Also see the Web site at
http://www.bpa.gov/Corporate/KR/ed/hydromania’/homepage.htm.
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